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Vi si on St at enent

Fossi| Butte National Mnument presents a window into life in southwestern Wom ng
fifty million years ago during the Eocence Epoch. Today the high-desert environment of
the nmonunment is a stark contrast to the subtropical |ake environment of the past. The
fossil record preserved within the Eocene Green River Formation of Fossil Basin is

wor | d-renowned. Collecting in the area for a century has reveal ed a w de diversity of
fossil fish, reptiles, birds, nmamuals, insects, and plants.

The nmonument represents perhaps one of the nobst conplete records of a pal eo-ecosystem
to be found anywhere in the world. Mst notably, the extraordinary quality of fossi
preservation is nearly unparalleled in the fossil record. The quiet-water conditions,
fine-grai ned | ake sedi nents, and absence of scavengers conbine to preserve fully
articul ated skeleton, so rare in the fossil record. The delicate bones of rarely-
preserved fish, bats, and birds yield valuable scientific data and specinmens fromthe
area are located in nmuseuns around the world.

These fossils represent the nmost conmon articul ated fossil vertebrates in the world and
scientific as well as conmmercial quarry activity continue to produce tens-of-thousands
t o hundreds- of -t housands of speci mens each year. The nonument protects 22 square mles
of the resource out of 900 square miles of m xed, federal (BLM, state and private
fossil bearing lands. Stewardship responsibility by the nmonunent is seen as working
with all |land owners to retrieve as much scientific information and inportant specinmens
as necessary to enhance increased scientific understanding and to provi de educationa
opportunities for the public.

The Centennial vision for the nonument is to lead primarily as a scientific and
educational partner in Fossil Basin and the gateway conmunities. That goal requires,
continuing broad scientific and educational undertakings that acts in partnership with
ot her federal, state, and private | and managers and civic entities to ensure geol ogic,
and pal eont ol ogi cal information and speci nens add to our collective understandi ng of

t he conpl ex geol ogic events and |ife forns that once existed in southwest Womn ng
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Model what it means to work in partnership.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Partner with [ ocal and state educational groups, national and international
nmuseuns and academic institutions as well as with businesses and | ocal
governments to preserve the best of what exists in Fossil Basin. The

monurrent will focus on drawi ng exi sting and new partners into comopn
strategi es to better understand and pronote the wi se uses of these fossil
bearing | ands inside and external to the nonunment. Enphasis will be placed

on trying to enhance the advantage of public repositories for voucher

speci mens, casts, and phot ographic i mages of the nost scientifically

i mportant speci nens, geologic sites, and rel ated geol ogi c phenonmena within
Fossil Basin. Mst recently the nmonunment enbarked on | ong-term cooperative
efforts to docunent all new pal eo-botani cal speci nens. This |east-understood
aspect of the fossil resource will becone enphasized by commercial collectors
and the scientific comunity working throughout Fossil Basin. The USGS wil
be a partner as will several academic institutions as the nonunent staff

provi des a cl earing house service for review of all new fossil plants

di scovered in Fossil Basin.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



